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Effect of temperature on performance of finishing swine 
Abstract 
We used 128 barrows averaging approximately 160 lbs. and temperatures of 32, 41, 50, 59, 68, 77, 86 and 
95 F to study the effects of temperature on growth and efficiency. No significant differences in 
performance were observed for pigs housed at temperatures from 50 to 77 F. Those housed at 32 and 41 
F were significantly less efficient than those housed at any other temperature. Pigs exposed to 95 F ate 
significantly less and had lower daily gains than any other group. With increased energy costs, 
temperature for maximum performance may no longer be the temperature for most economical 
performance. Results from these studies indicate that environmental modifications for heating or cooling 
may not be justified when temperatures range from 50 to 77 F.; Swine Day, Manhattan, KS, November 13, 
1980 
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